[Retroviruses in dermatology].
Retroviruses have a genomic RNA and can induce malignant tumors. Study of the retroviruses led to the discovery of retroviral oncogenes, which were found to be responsible for the development of malignancies. Later on, cellular genes were detected that are closely related to the viral oncogenes but not oncogenic per se. There is strong evidence that retroviruses are associated with cutaneous lymphomas (HTLV I) and AIDS (LAV/HTLV III).